Mediocrity S-SRI

One of the greatest difficulties thagwT{l s =g o1 HieE I8 9ar &
we have is to find out what makessse & & & SET-AGIA o FHTOT
for mediocrity. You know what thatyy s=7 vear &1 @7 o9 S99 & % =4
word means? A mediocre MiNGrez 5 g7 o7ef =7 S-S B s
really means a mind that isag T Yoo fr oamedE T, ShomEd
impaired, that is not free, that isq?r S o qmme oy ﬁv_{fl;[ T e
caught in fear, in a problem; it is a ’ ’

mind that merely revolves round itst < " ST g B 0 U A B

own self-interest, round its ownGﬁ T T A B FAHT IFD AL
success and failure, its owP%, ST 2 HHAAT AR STEEAN B
immediate solutions of the sorrow§s—FT¢, ST & Wl & TIhIfcrh THTETT
that inevitably come to a pettyzlff e H @l B, A TH gx HT =1
mind. It is one of the most difficultgal & oifaEa: BT & war 21 o
things, is it not, for a mind that issfigaas & ST o 79 & [T faEmr
mediocre to break away from itspr &1 fafarse ofedt ¥, =R & A
own habits of thought, from its oWngfis5i 4 msesprr =T Y i

pattern of action, and be free tefar wfysfier ST, B T ontE
live, to move about, to act. Most o YT T BT T ? =mE o STt 99
our minds are very small, are ver aq g ST Gl 2| o oo &
petty. Look at your own mind and]q:r & > e
you will see what it is occupie "~ I 3 -
with—such small things as passin T et # frq vedr R

an examination, your own succesSTol THAN, FT T9H AR H 0 A=

what people think of you;s howyo@'; o Y R @ 8y Ted ¥ oW

are afraid of somebody. You want A0 & @ & SR A STUHl A

job, and when you have that jobEe STl A ST Tk JeaAx AR

you want to have a better one, argkTis= @ d & SIX I8 HH S W&l 2|

so on. If you search your mind, yogifs &g etoe A9 9X 3fte S @ T

will find it is all the time occupied qi® fF zw TR A e &=, IUAN
F

with this kind of small, trivial, self- _gg R TaEE B B
interested activity. Being thussﬂ_% = OE § o e ¥ aEE’ e
occupied, it creates problems, do%ﬁ% T A B A7 ot gmer & &
it not? It tries to solve those : .

AT § e I s Hl Il Hdl o

problems according to its owr.. ] !
pettiness but cannot do so, a TAT BT A& Ui ST IH Sl o

merely increases them. It seems RN ACINRER gl REASNEL e T forem
me that the function of education i&T /& FH &= HI A BT T |
to break down this way of thinking.

The mediocre mind, the mind thatfradest &1 A9 9Taid a8 A9 S a9y
is caught in one of the narrows TR 7kl § FYT-IYT Hehdl T&dl
streets of Banaras and lives therg, ofx a&i a1eehr T=ar &, 81 9%l & a8
may read, it may PasSye-famg Adr &1, WFE O FH ghemd off
examinations, it may be sociall;gn_{:r HT & B dHg D ag‘%mﬁ_cﬁ s
very active, but it still lives in theq_{ T5e A ’qﬁ e B FEg R ST AR
narrow little street of its own AT A g S, et e § e

making. | think it is very important
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for all of us, the old and the youngg | & = g & &9 a1 & fw, =i
to see that as the mind is so smalijix srei & T I8 g+ ggd  Hewgol
whatever effort it makes, whatevet &5 = == @i AT & [ g8 fham
struggles it may go throughefi goqrg Y, ey & gust & TR, SEd
whatever hopes or fears or Iongingg]% S eTAG, W AT @ ?r, I T

it may have, they are still smallm ar e T
they are still petty. It is very - - g=

difficult for most of us to realize

% 3@ &g "9 T B TS
that the gurus, the Masters, th% SRS > ﬁ’
societies, the religions which thTTETCTH A1 rstept, & AT et

petty mind forms, are still petty. 1T T far Stwe g9 erea 8=
is very difficult to break this pattern€™ | €=l & &I H S @1 Sgd Hie
of thinking. P BT © |

Is it not very important while wesai @ 1 fRrem & AR BER SN
are young to have teacher§yrers, oTegUs e 89 Yo & 4

educators, who are not mediocrefrgaest i AMRIHaT a9 &, FT I8
Because, if the educators are du 7 iBF =5 fore o
Bl

el
weary, are thinking of little thingsab_@ aEr ot
and are caught in their W =% & 8re-

ettiness, naturally they cannot hel Hl
P ; ythey %’,eﬂﬁﬁrmgmﬁ e BT B I

to bring about an atmosphere i -
which the student can be free an w@rerfess B 6 F uEr ardreer

break through the pattern whichiid NN Skl W B @A Ao gd
society has imposed upon people &Y ah ST TE WOU H AeHT HU

think it is very important to be able3© g% O "\ el gy & gY@ &
to know that one is mediocresTiar €1 3 AT & fh AU AT &
because most of us do not admit weerref 1 S H gwe &1 9 SEd
are mediocre; we all think that wqur—c@ﬁ T Hifp = A SISt
have something extraordinarygiepr w8 sea 5 =9 eT-aTeR &,
lurking behind, somewhere. But weqefy o5t =gy & 5 orasy & =98
have to know that we are mediocr T :

To realize that mediocrity further%ﬁéaﬁa“_@[ \_jET j%ag zlﬁ g‘%

creates pettiness, and yet not ac .
against it. Any action againstm:'ﬁ'zb_"|T fg & qur S9 ofraaue

mediocrity is itself born of3i§‘ b gEm ol %,

Y
mediocrity; to try to break down@IdT  FB T HET T
mediocrity is still petty, trivial. S-SRI & fa%s fopar s aren

H Al

e

%
;
3
% g
N ETIS 6

%

Don't you understand all this?r eT9 I 9« 9&l 99z O @7
Unfortunately, | am speaking onlygrg & o6 § &% 3OSt § & 99
in English, but | hope your teachera—{g g3 oWE B oz gwsm o
will help you to understand. INfyrerp argest Teg 37| o9 T =9
explaining this to you;s their OWNyoepy Foemad & 3 @5 off oTa+i GESl)
triviality will break down. The VeTY 3 ufy Sirre 21 @ | gE W W

explanation will awaken them to

their own pettiness, smallness, AT TP, SN el B |Rdl, I

beit
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small mind cannot love, is noX WEAT-ZFTEdT &1 ARG H & 8l diveh
generous, quarrels over triviagr =T d Sg AR &, el @,
things. What is needed in India angqifey gyrq =1 S=g 95 uTd <9 &0 =81
elsewhere in the world is not clevegieg o v X 3 ow 9™y &
people, not people with degrees Yaegmar T S oy AT

big positions, but people—ordinaryf@_v;r_f(}:]:;r "
people like you and me—who have FT M

broken down the triviality of their
mind.

Triviality is essentially the thoughteq IR # fe=X ka1 & Hod:
of oneself. That is what makes thg=esar &1 @@ o a9 & J=© FARH
mind trivial—the constantF——oq=ft THharar & 9 H, 9T AT B
occupation about its own succesgyy H, qof 29 & oro ge=mreli & W)
with one’s own ideals, about ON€’$; 4 fjqr & ¥ TE--TE A H gE

own desires to become perfect_. 5| &t N w@ Feaar W frega
Because the ‘me’, the self, howeve 7
ST, IFHET AEEE I & TEdl B |

much it may expand, is still very

small. So, the mind that is occupie?;?ié'I AT AT qad HehroT AT Il %{
is a petty mind; the mind that i1 Ta< FRE A= H gaT e T, glerett

constantly thinking about® T # FAERT wwAr B, W6 A
something, worried about it =1 F&l, & fiar # @rn = g,
examinations, worried as tGATI-TUAT A1 RETE, TS AT ST 3T
whether it will get a job, what itssX & =1 T @ ¥ g AT war
father and mother or teachers arear 2, omEsm & &= BT BOEA
gurus or neighbours or societysegqaraeT AT A9 GEE O 9T dehall B,
thinks, is a petty mind. Theqy tgr gwqfiE o9 g= & amr 2, ae

occupation with these ideas onl AT W7 TS 2T
makes for respectability, and thggr

respectable mind, the mediocre
mind, is not a happy mind.

Please listen to all this. You allwam @& ¥« e=gdes G| M9 @l
want to be respectable, dontfafteq =T TMET ¥, TE1 w7 AT G
you?—to do the right thing, to beqes & /5 I @Rl &, TEX STIH IR
well-thought of by somebody, b¥g st w1 &, ou® far, @1 o9®
your father or by your neighbour OLSreft a1 TT9ehT TS STT9ET o7=8T a9
by your society—and this creategﬁ‘_{ T FNOT AOE YT Se ST %’
fear: such a mind can never think of e S :@’[
anything new. What is needed i T | =6 9 .q-?[ o & -

this deteriorating world is a mindZ
that is creative, not merely AT BB TPk T A G B A AT

inventing or having some othePll To<iie &1, S Hhad HB oME HIA H
capacity. That creativeness com@d &l T & A1 6 dXe =l [l T
only when there is no fear, whefl*aar H & 3¢k « & A Bl
the mind is not occupied with itsgs=sficiar &aw a9 ¥ Bt & o9 9
own problems. All this requires arqgl =i, S99 A9 @I & gEEeT o
atmosphere in which the student ise=yr AT A B T HF B fomw qEw

really free—free not to do whatevefgreor easges & sief o= g T
he likes, but free to question, to
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investigate, to find out, to reasorgl--W=S=ERAl & T &I, diess U9
and to go beyond the reason. Theww & o, STE-gsdi &< & [T, 9ar
student requires a freedom in whicks & oo, g% &= & fog ok % &
he can find out what he really lovegsur 5= g & fow w@ds & s= @t
to do in life so that he is not forceqﬁ@ wesar e 9% rad 9e 59 4 @
to do a pa_rticular thing Which hq:mT S TS BE Sian H oam ar e
loathes, which he does not like. S s o8 PO 0@ B F oS
gl ST STaH 39l S & 9 8, B
g8 gde T &1 Bl |

A mediocre mind never revolts; itTaaa & &5 79 HN O TS FH,
submits to government, to parentale T3HIx & THET, AAT-TIOT &I AFEEAT
authority; it puts up with anything.g5 s Pgb ST B, T FB Fedl ¢ |
| am afraid in a country like this,ﬂ-g ARG T B OF I H, et s
where there s overpopulatio%ﬂ:?r s T OB TSI 9T AT
where livelihood is very, verygazb_d F o 2 ¥ wx aae  =d
difficult, these pressures make u ’

HA & [, gebl & o arey

obey, make us submit, an ! -
gradually the spirit of revolt, the®¥, 3 E e ® e,

spirit of discontent, is destroyed. AT 1 AT FHHST: e & S gl
school of this kind should educat8¥ Y& & Fpel I et & ®ET & 7€
the student to have that tremendod@eT & ST =MeT 6 d A9 AR Sl

discontent right through life, which¥iX -1 I STEAY I I HIAX SFQ
cannot be truly satisfied. The™ & F=H= ®ig A< T8l & b |
discontent begins to find outsie STEAY & dgftc %1, aRgw BN @
becomes really intelligent, if it doesprg vy =& et gram, @ 9= oT=AWoT H

not find a channel of satisfaction, Of_@;r 2T B, ok w= ot § wmmae &
gratification. ST B

So education is a very complextaug fren wH otEd Sifed AW &, I©
thing, it is not just going througheaer s wemd gg <= S gded I
some classes and  passingzaT gem A 9T o7 WY A8 el
examinations and getting a jobgenr we Shga ufpar Y Sfaw & qum
Education is a life process, Qﬁg@r H oTT @ T oir e &
constant uncovering of the whol%q A Ny ;@’%l i T2
significance of life, and the teachera_@_a S R o W IR Rear ST e
are not prepared for it. That is wh X .

they must be educated, in order t aaﬁ H ,ﬁﬁ%ﬁ Y b | a, A
educate the children. You g&TiETE & ¥, HRAT o< HT @q ¥ &R
through these examinations, gd¥ ST T HIA g7 oty foare &Y A
jobs, and then what happens t, JIT-fUel &= S &, 9 fHanra &
you? You get married, you haved &, ST9% 91 98 w&f 8 3i¥ &Y
children, you are worried, you havelied AMfE®war a@ SEET Al & &=
little money, and you aresgEf TH 'l S 2 U g8 AT Ll 2
swallowed up in this whole mass ofg=fi < freafeenea = Rren o=, gdend
the average mind. That is Whalrg & $ ysama 7 o9 Haf @ 9@ ¥
happens. All those who have pass%d REle & wE oK 7 B 9 || e
the gates of any university jusgﬁ T, ¥ R enear # T ad

disappear; they do not revolt an
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create a new society, a new way @fxd X T I B H @& B B
thinking, they do not break dowrfsm =g ya wead B | dfcs 39 T
the old pattern. Instead, they jusix 3 < ofiq hife & & S &, IRERR
become the average, mediocky 7y ¥ A fER F IomEEe ReUd =49
mind. | think really the function of ifeT
the school at Rajghat is to breamqgszﬁq;é% — Wﬁ;as_g
down this mediocrity so that you . EN R Ry
can be a different person when yo R > .Wﬁ |§|. P, S
leave here, a creative human bein gﬁa AT TR Fel il il R
who will bring about a new world. 79 TEIX &1 T=AT HT | ST 3 FqHA %
You see, that requires on the part & g e 7' 9=l T % e F,
the teachers, on the part of th@si H, Stf¥@Eehl H, 1d Tl a8y =,
elders, on the part of the parents,d9X &8 8l X IR 3T IHR H Ko
great deal of understanding, a greaE =& &< Thal al IT a9 &7 W B
deal of affection. If a school of thisserg =€t 31 o2 =9 91 & foQ, =sEn &
kind cannot do that, it has nqym, frempt & g, eifrvEel & fw, S
business to exist. It is Verky gi emar ¥ SER B, orwd
important that all of us—the% 75 =9 4 @ |qEE oY U uRfRerfeEi
students, the teachers, the arenﬁﬁh : : AR
everyone who comes here—pshoud RSN ﬂz‘r.’ =, e
A9 39 UhR 8 SUARd 8 9% 6 a8

understand  this - and = Creale o cfier s @ e, Fretr A

conditions in which the petty mind, .
the small, mediocre IOmi>r/1d, i€ T | WA B % [ eHH e e
transformed so that it can live andilX THET =l AT SAELTH T |

be in that creative spirit without

fear. To do so, we must have great

affection and understanding.

Question: Why do we boys andis : 89 dS®h-aSihal Uh-ga o SMH
girls feel shy of each other? Fr 27

Krishnamurti: Why do you feel=nrift : o9l Ush-gaX & i o &7
shy? Have you ever seen twegr smae el & F=feai &1 Shier 2@r 2
sparrows, male and femalggsy ¥ wek TT &iX TEd AT fafeE
sparrows, two birds on the windowersy & Rgear @t drge X ¥ It
sill, chattering away? They ey o aﬁgﬁ TT A T ¥ T o
different, are they not? The mal q BO ST qXE B g B 33
has a black chest and the fema ﬁoﬁ 7&
has not. One is rather timid; the @ < 51 1A A A R

’ FH G JAT TS BTl I9H 9 UH

other is more aggressive, it attack Tl
Have you not noticed it? Obviously™'s gEiell = B Sefe gEd 5w

a boy and a girl are not the sam@mhIe 2Icil 8, 98 STEHHOT I B | T
physically. Girls have a different3T@= ITHT FHH eAF H ALl I@T? FA
body, their nerves are differentdfX I8 THIET M & 6 MRS
Perhaps a girl is sensitive, shy, amHrae & 3fte 9 uh B X adsH H
a boy is more rough. Physically & [H=Tar g3 Hdl 2| Jsfal &1 Y
girl is differently constructed fromegs sreer s=mae %1 2ar 8, I eHad
a boy. There is a whole probleng,\;g B ave & BT B g asteai
behind that, the problem of seXyfup HEee, S HerEei N

which is nature’s way of creating
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babies. Nobody tells us of thesedi®r S THFAT: ATE FHP
things and all the implications. Wesiq 2 | omiifRes w==1 &1 gfte @ @Sl &
are allowed to grow up wild, sz dSh B AT q ST dLE Bl a0

ignorant in this thing, and that issgr & 29 9= Ia # uewp fafarse awen

:

why we feel shy. 2 orgfd &m-weer @ o@wer, o R
Tepfcl &l Hae & AT d=al & ST &b
fT oTasgs erit B 1 BH 3 IR H @
FE TEl IaE IR AN SSI g@d &l
% aX H 9l HE Hw Tl gA@I| BH 39
T ¥ TSI, S| @ A H Fe B
I ST § S JEl aefe © [ 89 o
BT 21

Also the Indian society keeps thg@dl 3T, Wk THST i g&ui, =i g

male, the female, and the littlesie T=gi I STET-ST T AT H o

children apart. The old people havemgar | ge= «Fit @1 39 Ik & o™

a great many ideas of what is righlrrqrd & 5 = SR & oW =

and what is wrong—that theaﬂi%l?r > 3% WS g oA & e 6

woman must be kept in the housesfa o — élT%Q & B T S D

the woman is inferior, someone tq e B & ’ 3 i ’

be looked down upon, to be used® P &, I¥H 99 i

made into a cook, someone to ha\?éjg A AS TET =T, Iq @R A

children. Naturally if you are a girl, 3 TN =feW, & 9 T== YT BT

you grow up in fear, inoNedl AR wefhai woERd wd gy

apprehension, in nervousnesds! Bl €, STsifha el €, o9 geRmEe
anxiety, so that you are not &d ATHSTE H Sid gY IS Bl & 3R
creative human being at all but jugtas® waEd goMid AR a9 &
a dull, hard-working woman. Youssig <9 U T4, %M 9 «&l 3d
have no amusements, you do Nelery Y& ST &1 ST9$ 919 HIE AN
paint, you do not think, you mayzzsy 2dr, Mg e & e, e
have passed some examinationég:r T, B FET T Ew afed ar &Y
but they do not mean a thing ta: Fil_cﬂ PN %&’ N
you. You become an ordinar@:g| oT9 o NG B g T e

woman like the rest, and the bo . .
exactly the same. - %TH Sret ¥ el #@ Refa wel @

Education at present is the mostrsT = frem A=A & did HIA  H
destructive way of dealing withaqiferes fammseprl adier 21 88 3@ aR
human beings. We are not helped ® =12 #ee =& & SIr 6 &9 SiE" @i
understand life, to love life, 10 SeQuzr &, Sfaw & U9 *x o, oifaw &
the enormous beauty, the richne% ded @, Su® vead @ 3 9% |
of existence, to know of death an%ﬂ 3 o a’ﬁT ST @ ST A
also the living thing of life. We areﬁ A <
not shown all that. All that we are 8 . , . ,
told is ‘do’ and ‘don’t.” Brutally or ST | B g9 AR FHA AN TE AT B
aggressively you are beaterg" ™! gl el Sl 2| e Ty @
scolded, bullied, so naturally Wher%ﬂ_"; e | g S g
you are young, and when you gro®iel-HeshRl Sl &, oHHEl Sl 8 |
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up, you are shy. The whole problergafet 59 719 8I¢ 89 & dd, X <9

is never understood because behigyl s & € «f B Tegd HLT TEd

it there is fear. Is it not the functior§ | =g T ST B B GqES & ALK

of the educator to explain, to shoWray =ity =& THe § wo &

all this so that, while a student, YOUsr frereh w1 e B IE ® B =@ Al
qq

understand the difficulties, they
subtleties? You can understand tﬁ% B Bl HHHAT, SIH e

difficulties, the subtleties, theTii® T B % ' H AT g1 Al
immense problems involved in alfﬁf =T E“_aﬁ’_&f I, & a9 gl 7 Ffed
these things, only then there is nBeT THEAAT I T & AR Baa it
fear. MY T 31 B |
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